April 7, 2009

Greetings,

My name is Jillian Walker.  I am a second year Master’s student in the occupational therapy program at Howard University.  Currently I am seeking volunteers to participate in my Master’s research project.  The topic is “Exploring the Lived Experiences of Fathers of Children with Autism.”

As you may know, autism is a very complicated disorder that affects the family as a whole.  Many families can verify how autism can make activities of daily life difficult.  Current research in occupational therapy and many other health professions have given insight into some of the challenges faced by many families and children with autism spectrum disorders (ASD).  The goal of my research study is to better understand the challenges faced by fathers of children with autism.  

Volunteers are needed to participate in short interview sessions in which they will be asked questions about activities of their daily life and the challenges they face with parenting a child with autism.  By participating in this study, you are helping current and future occupational therapist to better meet the needs of families such as yours.
To participate, volunteers must be the father or mother of one or more children with a diagnosis of ASD.  If you are interested, please contact me by phone or email: (313) 613-0672 or jm_walker@howard.edu.
With much gratitude,

Jillian M. Walker, MSOT Candidate
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